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International Spy Museum Receives Signed Script from ‘ARGO’ Movie 
Depicting Covert CIA Rescue Mission 

  
Latest Artifact to Join Permanent Collection of ARGO Artifacts in Covers and Legends Gallery 

 

OCTOBER 10, 2012, WASHINGTON, D.C. – To coincide with the national release of the new 
Warner Bros. major motion picture ARGO – based on the covert CIA rescue mission by the same 
name – the International Spy Museum announced today that a signed copy of the original script 
of the movie will join the Museum’s permanent collection of Argo artifacts in its Covers and 
Legends gallery.  
 
The film, opening Oct. 12, recounts the true story of the rescue of six U.S. diplomats from 

Tehran during the 1979 Iran hostage crisis, as accounted by the man who orchestrated the 

hostages’ escape, Tony Mendez, former CIA technical operations officer and founding member 

of the International Spy Museum’s Board of Directors. 

 

“The mechanical, behind-the-lens aspects of film-making that make many of the scenes work 

and keep them true to life, are really a lot like our trade secrets in the CIA,” said Mendez on 

how ARGO remains true to the story on which it is based. “When I watched it, I kept reminding 

myself, ‘Oh right, that’s me.’ It really gave me goose bumps.” 

 
Mendez spent his career with the CIA supporting clandestine and covert operations, solidifying 
himself as a master of disguise. Working in conjunction with the Government of Canada, 
Mendez accomplished the joint covert rescue mission – dubbed the “Canadian Caper”— by 
disguising the six hostages as a Canadian film crew shooting a fabricated movie titled “Argo.” 
 
The script – signed by director and star of the film Ben Affleck, Bryan Cranston, John Goodman 
and Alan Arkin – joins several artifacts from the real mission, including magazine 
advertisements, movie posters and business cards from the pseudo-production company, all 
created to validate the existence of a film that served solely as the cover story for an intricate 
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extraction plan. The script will be installed in the permanent collection of Argo artifacts on 
October 10, 2012. 
 
For more information on ARGO, visit www.argothemovie.com.  
 
About the International Spy Museum 
The International Spy Museum is the only public museum in the United States solely dedicated 
to espionage and the only one in the world to provide a global perspective on an all-but-
invisible profession that has shaped history and continues to have a significant impact on world 
events. The Museum features the largest collection of international espionage artifacts ever 
placed on public display, offering a rare glimpse into the whispered world of covert operations 
and the silent, unknown men and women behind them, making it an experience like no other. 
The International Spy Museum opened in Washington, D.C., just over 10 years ago on July 19, 
2002. www.spymuseum.org  
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